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i fish from Stratford. which
were taken foom a sile noar sev-
eral industrial businesses,

“It*s really tiring on the brum,
but T like doing the work. lgor

said.

Thi~ fall, 1gor started stady-
ing the level of pallutants in
fi[l!ﬁl sed creatures — \lJ'_II il
mussels, clams and plunhton —
in the Stratford salt mursh

“The higher vou go up on the
fond chain, the concentratiun of
pollutant~ goes up as well.” he
<.

Igor, whowas horin Ubraine,
wowed to the United States when
he was 4. His mother. Inna
taught math in Ukraine and his
father, Mikhaml, wos a sciennst
and high schiool physivs teacher

“My family's big on science.
but we're more into math,” sad
lgor, who moved to Stamford
three years ago from Brooklin,
NY

One of his classmates, Timmy
Tournas, said lgor has a knac
tor science.

“Sometimes, he jusl spouts
oul random facts that nobody
else would know, and lie can
think of ways of doing things
without rnlhw.m; procedures.”
Jimmy said. " He just knows how
1o figure things out ™

lt,or fhas not decided which
college he wants to avend hut
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Igor Zelenberg, a 16-year-old Stamford High School senior, has wrl’tten the mathematical equation for the rate of change of a populall;m over

time. He has been named a national semifinalist in the Si
the effect of pollutants on fish.

Stamford
High senior
named a
semifinalist
i national
competion
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STAMPORD — fgor Zelrnberg
received two rmportant letters in the
T Saturdiy

[he first one 1old the Stamford
High Schonl senjor be bal not been
chosen for membership in the Nation-
al Honor Soviety

T uwas disappointed over what 1
had read, and | didn’t spen the other
e |6 year o)

er for three hoves” th

wh nirs 1ocbe named a ndll
s 100 the Siemens Westy
hose Comperinon in Aoab Scienee

and Technolkog
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“Ir's really tiring on the
brain. but 1 like doing
the work.”

Igor Zelenberg
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effect of polltion on muanom
Connecticut salt marshes.

“1 knew [ wanted to dis somethine

st the ensiionment and the elfecs

of pollution. Then Lhad 1o decide
what tn focus an,” said [gor, one of
five: semifinalists from Connecticut

After choosing to study fish. lgor
received help in the past vear from
mentors at the Uniersity of Con.
necticut. Trinity College and
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petition in Math, Science and Technology for his studies of

Tetkyo Post Llniversy Tpor ilen

relied on Frank LaBanca. dircctor of &

program at Stamnford High thr allows
students 1 conduct independent sci
|I111||. tesas

diine i becanse he think~ 10

importan rescarch” said LaBanc .
whii teaches bin) He really
enjois the fer k aill
s and sarggesioms
\]‘I “hs -n\d becanse science cap't
Lxistmoa vacmm
Igor analyzed the levels of mer
.qluﬂnnm P — e me produced in

respuinse 1 f 1o of heps
metals — that smulbated in mir
now livers The fish were taken
salt marshes in Stratfiord and Staponp
Lon.
lgor's research indicarcd meralnth
jemine levels were <ign 1y highe
Mease goo SCIEN'I'I‘;T Frge ’N

“He takes crincisms
and suggestions very

well, which is good,
becuanse science can't

exist in a vacuunt.”

Teacher Frank LaBanca
L tndvnt fgar Zelerbery
~aud he unuld lllu (] -.md} bior-
chemical engineering, Igor has
gownl instincts that urluld help
fnm excel in seiene, LaBanca
s
“You can tell by the way he
asks guestions — they a :
sraight-on” LaBanca <a
could tell from the stan he was
peally thinking whoot whar T iwas
saving n my lectures.

The Sicmens Westinghouse

compention includes a 1001 WD
grand prize and sc fobarstups, but
gor’s projedt 15 not considered
for the top awand. Instead, he has
been invired to wive an oral pres-
entation on his |Illdlllﬁ\ neat
maonth ot the Massachusetls
Institute of Technology.

Igot is a member of the Stam-
ford High tennis and swim
teams, hut lus busy schedule
doesn’t bother him, he said.

“Lwouldn'1want it to be easy.”
he sawd. "l come 1o ~chool 1o
learn.”
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